4th-5th Grade Summer Reading:
Book Report Form

(answers may also be typed)

Your Name: Grade: Oth
Book Title: Julieta and the Diamond Enigma

Number of Pages: Book Author: LUisana Duarte Armendariz

Why do you think the author chose this particular title for the book? Is it significant? What does
it mean?

Brief Plot Summary: What isthe book about? Summarize the plot of the book in eight to ten
compl ete sentences.

Favorite Scene: Describe with details the setting of your favorite scene in the book. Be sureto
include where and when this scene is taking place. Write in complete sentences.
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Interesting Character. Pick the character you think is the most interesting. What attributes
(characteristics) does this character possess that make that character especially interesting to
you? Name at |east three traits and give specific examples from the story of the character
displaying each trait. Write in complete sentences.

Conflict and Resolution. Describe the major problem in the story which the protagonist
(central character) must overcome and describe how the problem was solved. Be specific. Write

in compl ete sentences.

What is onething you would change about the story? Would you recommend this book?
Why or why not?
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RIL.4.2 -School’s Out For Summer!.

#3  Xewile Level - 820 Wonda - 508

School’s Out For Summert

Many people believe that the reason many kids have summer vacation is because in
earlier days parents needed kids fo help with the farm. However, this is not frue. Nof
much farm work is done during the summer months. Most of the work for farming
fook place during the spring with planting and fdll for harvestfing. So then, why most

do schools have a big summer break?

In the 1800s, kids wenf fo school dll year. However, it was nof mandatfory that they
go. There were no punishmenfs for missing school During the summer, it would get
redlly hof in the school house because there was no air condifioning yet. Those hof
classrooms made it very hard for students fo listen. Can you imagine frying to listen
when you are hot and sweaty? Schools starfed o nofice kids nof coming in on the

hoftest days.

Anofher reason for kids nof coming during the summer was due fo the schoal year
being broken up info two ferms. There was a winfer ferm and a summer ferm. The
winfer ferm was about the same fime period of most school years foday. Almost dal
children affended this one. Nof many kids went fo summer ferm. Even though the
classrooms were hot, this was not the only reason most kids skipped summer term.
It also had fo do with who was feaching. Usually a well-educated adult faught during
the winfer ferm. A young feenager was usually the teacher in the summer ferm.
Because of the feacher's age, many felf that the quality of education was not as

good.

The biggest reason that summer vacafion began was because of the city kids and
their parents. The city was mostly made up of brick buildings and cement. These
maferials absorbed the heatf from the sun very quickly. This made the whole city feel
even hotfer than being outf in the open air of the country. At this fime, working
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RIL2 -School's Out For Summerls

#3 Lewile Level - 820 Wonds - 508

people were gefting more and more vacafion fime from their jobs. To escape the
heat, they would pack up and head out for some summer fime fun. This happened so

of fen that schools decided it was time o take some action.

A theory by some people helped this decision dlong. Many people af this fime
believed that our brain was a muscle. Like any muscle, it needs rest affer being
worked out. Schools decided that if chidren were using their brain muscle all school

year long, they needed fo give it some fime to rest.

After looking at dll of the reasons why kids were nof showing up fo schoal, officials
decided that summer would be a time for studenfs and feachers to relax. It dlowed
families fo enjoy fime with one ancther as they escaped the heat. It saved schools
money so that they did nof have fo pay teachers when very few studenfs were in
affendance. And it clso gave feachers fime fo prepare for the following year. We
can dll guess that the kids did nof complain about having fo fake a break in the

summer!
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RI.4.2 RESPOND- NAME: >

#3  Achoalys Out Fon Summen

S| What is the (DAIN of the text?

: . , DA IBEA a
2. What's the QAR IBEA of This fext. Topic @ What the ouThQr says about the fopic

3 Il | | I.’ Color in a §48Y BIETrAIL that supporfs the main idea of the fext.

Explain in your own words how this detail supports the main idea.

Y, || | | I.' Color in A 2Y BETAN that supports the main idea of the fext.

Explain in your own words how fhis detfail supporfs the main idea.

{ SUMMARY e J

> Wrife o SUMMARY of fhis fext Main Idea @ Supporting Details
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RI.4.2 RESPOND- NAME: >

#3  Achoalys Out Fon Summen

6. How do you think schools save money in modern fimes by having a summer vacation? Cite the
evidence and detdils in the article that help you answer this question.

/. Inparagraph F, the fext says, * We can dll guess that the kids did not complain about having tfo
fake a breck in the summer!” What can you infer about this statement?

INFERENES a
Educated guess.

‘1ni 8 Which of these fext structures do you think best describes the overall text?
(T
g [] (sequence of evenfs)
o ] c@PARISON (comparing fwo subjects, evenfs, or ideas)
[ VSR 7 BFFEer
[ PReELEN 7 SOLYTICN

4. Why do you think this is the best way fo describe this fext?

I0. Describe the overal STRYRTURE of this fext.
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RI.4.3 -Do Mountains Really Grow?.

#2  Lovile Level - T80 Wonda - 570
Do Mountains Really Grow?

If you have ever looked at a mountain, you know that they are realy big and fall. But
did you know that they are gefting a litfle bit faler each year? This is because there

is somefhing happening deep inside the earth. The secref fo the growing mountain

CRUST

ies several miles beneath your feet!

First, to understand what is going on we

need to understand the layers of our
earth. Our earth is made up of four @%zﬁﬁ
main layers. The inner most part of the @@ﬁﬁ

earth is called the inner core, which is

the hotffest part. If you imagine a hard-boiled
eqq, it is like the yolk. The outfer core is like a
barrier befween the inner core and the next

layer called the mantle. The mantle is like the

white part of a hard-boiled egg. The mantle is made
up of magma, which is what we cdll lava when it is sfill inside the earth. The outer
layer of the earthis the part we live on. 1t is caled the crust andis very thin. If is

sort of lke the egg shel of ahard-boiled egg.

Next, we need fo look at the crust. You probably have cracked the shel of a hard-
bolled egg before. The surface of the earth, or crust, is very similar fo a cracked
shell. We cal the broken pieces plates. These plates can move and slide around. This
does not happen very fast thoughl As a maffer of fact, it happens so slow we do

not feel it going on. But what is causing these plafes fo move?

The magma inside the mantle is very fthick and gooey. 1t is slow moving like thick
syrup. The magma moves around inside the manfle because of the heat from
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RLY.3 Do Mountains Really Grow?:

#2  Xewile Level - 780 Wonda - 570

the core of fthe earth. This happens much like when water boails. You put water in a
pof and place the pof on the sfove. The heat from the sfove warms the watfer near
the boftom. As the wafer heats up, it begins fo rise to the fop. That is why you see
bubbles start at the boffom and then move up. Magma does the same thing. The
magma near the core heats up and slowly begins fo rise towards the crust of the

earth. And when it does, it pushes against the plates of the earth.

Magma that has moved foward the surface of the earthis very sfrong. It is so
strong that it actudlly causes the earth's plates fo move. When those plafes move
around, they sometimes slide past each other, move away from each other, or even
crash info each other. The result of these movements creates what we call
landforms. Some examples of landforms are vdlleys, plateaus, volcanoes, and

mountains.

Mounfains are made by the magma forcing two plates fo crash info each ofher. Each
plate folds up like the hood of a car that has crashed info another car. Since the
magma inside the manfle does not sfop moving, it causes the plafes fo keep pushing

info each ofher. The result is that the mountains keep gefting bigger and bigger.

Even though mountains are getting faller, you won't be able fo notfice if. We cannot
see mountains getting bigger because it happens so slowly. Most mouniains wil only
grow one or fwo centimefers each year. However, some mounfains have grown as

much as a couple of inches in one year.
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NAME: >

? | Write a paragraph describing how a mouniain can grow bigger and faller. Use the words [FIRST,
i THEN, WEXT, and FINALLY in your paragraph.

2 Il | | I.y Color the sentences in the fext that explain TRV mountains grow

bigger and fdller.

3. BPLAR] in your own words IRY mounfains grow bigger and faller.

4. Describe a @AYS2 and FFFEQT for how or why mountains grow bigger or faller.

g’ CAVUSEH s( BFF3ers ]
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NAME: >

5. Write three @UESTIONS where the answer could be found in the fext. Then find the answer fo
your question and color if.

ﬂn
Color the answer fo your question ll | | I.’

@0
Color the answer fo your question Il | | I.’

8.

Color the answer fo your question Il | | I.’

......

6. Find the undiiled word, magma in the fext. Use the @QORNITEXT @LVAS fo explain what this

0.
T
;=11 word means. the words in the fext that are a clue fo the meaning of the word.

/. Which of these fext structures do you think best describes the overal text?
[] (sequence of events)

[ c@MPARISON (comparing fwo subjects, events, or ideas)
RN SEWAEEFEGT

L] pRoBLEN 7 SOLYTIoN

8. Why do you think this is the best way fo describe this fext?

Q. Describe the overdl STRURTYURE of this fext.
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Name: Summer Packet Due: First Day of 5th Grade
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e

S S



Directions:

The following passages are about the sinking of the Titanic. Write an informative
essay in which you explain how the Titanic sank, even though it was believed to be
“unsinkable.” Use information from the sources to support your essay.

Manage your time car efully so that you can:

-Read the passages;

-Plan your response:

-Write your response:

-Revise and edit your response

Besureto include:
-An introduction;

-Support for your controlling idea using information from the passages,
-A conclusion that is related to your controlling idea

Y our writing should be in the form of awell-organized, multi paragraph essay.



Source #1

The Unsinkable Ship

After two years of construction, weighing in at atotal of 52,310 tons, the British
passenger ship the Titanic was finally launched on May 31, 1911. The ship was
built by the White Star Line company, aleading cruise maker at the time, and was
advertised as being “unsinkable” in design. An excerpt from Shipbuilder magazine
(1911) writes about the different compartments under the ship, designed to close
off if water somehow got on board. It claimed:

“Each door is held in the open position by a suitable friction clutch, which can be
instantly released by means of a powerful electro-magnet controlled fromthe
captain's bridge, so that in the event of accident, or at any time when it may be
considered advisable, the captain can, by simply moving an electric switch,
instantly close the doors throughout and make the vessel practically unsinkable."

The Titanic was designed to stay afloat even with four of its watertight
compartments being flooded, and passengers and crew alike had absolute faith that
the steel-ship was positively unsinkable.

Unfortunately for both passengers and crew, this claim was only a myth.

Femre The New ﬁnrk Times.
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On April 15, 1912, the Titanic sank only 4 hours after accidentally striking an
iceberg. On its maiden (1%) voyage, the $7.5 million Titanic was reduced to
nothing but a pile of rubble at the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean.

People around the world were shocked! With so many claims referring to the
safety of the ship, no one could possibly understand what had happened. But
scientists, with the help of many survivors’ stories, have helped us piece together
what when so wrong on that chilly, April morning. Even now, over 100 years later,
we find ourselves fascinated with the tale of the “Unsinkable Ship,” and still spend
countless hours learning and researching thistragic, yet alluring tale.

that the latter will make her maiden voyage  On the left: An excerpt from an advertisement by the
July. 1911; and cruise company claiming that the Titanic and its sister
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Source #2

Warning’s Unheeded

How do you sink an unsinkable ship? A combination of poor navigation, bad
weather, and warning’s that went unheeded.

Climate

One of the greatest factorsto consider in
the sinking of the Titanic was the
weather. Sources claim that during that
year in particular, the world was
experiencing climate conditions that led
to an increase number of icebergs.
Moreover, based on the positions of the
moon and Earth, the tides were
favorable for an unusually high tide; an
5= event that would have caused even more

icebergsto be in the area or ocean
where the Titanic first encountered it’s large adversary. While the conditions were
not enough to cause the sinking of the ship alone, the climate and corresponding
large blocks of ice in the water were the first of many steps in the recipe for
disaster.

Human Error

Whileit is unfair to place blame on any one individual for what happened, thereis
significant evidence pointing towards human negligence as a contributing factor.
Negligence is when something is not taken care of or paid attention to. During its
maiden voyage, the captain and crew was warned many times about the unusually

large and prolific icebergsin the area. The Titanic had received multiple warnings

over the radio about these icebergs, but many of these messages were never passed
on to the ship’s captain. Along with ignoring these crucial warnings prior to the
accident, construction teams also ignored warnings concerning the boat’s
emergency exit options. The Titanic was not equipped with enough lifeboats to




save all of its passengersin case of an emergency; leaving many stranded when the
ship went down.

Ship Mafunctions

Just before impact occurred, one of the first officers on board the ship telegraphed
the engine room telling them to put the ship’s engines in reverse. He had hoped
this would help the boat avoid the iceberg, or at least mitigate (lessen) the damage.
Unfortunately, putting the ship in reverse was afatal mistake, because the crew
could not steer the ship as easily with the engine going in reverse. It’s an ironic fact
that had the crew not tried to slow the ship down, they may have been able to turn
fast enough to avoid impact.

Regardless of this maneuver,
however, was the fact that the ship
was designed in a manner that was
not strong enough to withstand the

impact the ship faced when hitting the
iceberg. Scientists went back and
looked into the material's used to build ~
the boat and found that even though f <
the sides of the boat were constructed -.
with high-quality, durable stedl, the [
iron-rivets that held these pieces
together were cheap, and low-grade.
It was these low-grade rivets that NS rs R
ripped apart during the collision and allowed for water to penetrate into 6 of the
water-lock compartments; sinking the “unsinkable” ship in only 4 hours.




Source #3

Interviewing a Survivor

Below are several quotes from individuals who survived the sinking of the Titanic.
They tell their versions of what they heard and saw that fateful April morning.

“l was on the whale deck in the bow calling the watch that was to relieve when the ice first came
aboard. The collision opened the seams below the water-line but did not even scratch the paint
above the line. | know that because | was one of those who helped to make an examination over the
side with a lantern. | went down into the engine-room at 12:40am. We even made coffee, so there
was not much thought of danger. An hour later | was still working at the light engines. | heard the
chief engineer tell one of his subordinates that number six bulkhead had given way. At that time
things began to look bad... | was told to go up and see how things were, and made my way up a
dummy funnel to the bridge deck. By that time all the boats had left the ship, yet everyone in the
engine-room was at his post. | was near the captain and heard him say, ‘Well boys, it's every man for
himself now.” — Alfred White, Greaser in the Engine Room

Above: Alfred Write, a crew member in one of the ship’s engine rooms writes about how even after the
collision, no one on the ship seemed concerned. No one believed the ship could ever sink. How do you
think this affected the overall tragedy of the Titanic? Could more have been done to protect passengers?

“When the Titanic struck the iceberg, | was in bed. However, for whatever reason | was awake and
remember the jolt and cessation of motion. A steward knocked on the stateroom door and directed
us to get dressed, put on life preservers and go to the boat deck, which we did... The steward as we
passed was trying to arouse passengers who had locked themselves in for the night. Elevators were
not running. We walked up to the boat deck. Al was calm and orderly. An officer was in charge.
‘Women and children first,’ he said, as he directed lifeboat number 11 to be filled. There were many
tearful farewells. We and Uncle Jim said good-bye... The lowering of the lifeboat 70 feet to the sea
was perilous. Davits, ropes, nothing worked properly, so that first one end of the lifeboat was tilted
up and then far down. .... When | awoke it was broad daylight as we approached the Carpathia.
Looking around over the gunwale it seemed to me like the Arctic. Icebergs of huge size ringed the
horizon for 360 degrees.” — Marshall Drew Eight-year-old traveling with his Aunt and Uncle

Above: Marshall Drew speaks of evacuating passengers from the ship and remarks on the large number
of icebergs surrounding the site of the sinking.



“A number of us who were enjoyed the crisp air were promenading about the deck. Captain Smith
was on the bridge when the first cry from the lookout came that there was an iceberg ahead. It may
have been 30 feet high when | saw it. It was possibly 200 yards away and dead ahead. Captain Smith
shouted some orders... A number of us promenaders rushed to the bow of the ship. When we saw
he could no fail to hit it, we rushed to the stern. Then came a crash, and the passengers were panic-
stricken."— George Brayton - First Class Passenge

Above: George Brayton describes the whereabouts of the captain when the fatal iceberg hit the ship.
Passengers were able to see the iceberg from the main deck, alluding to the fact that the captain was
already aware and dealing with the issue from his point atop the bridge.

Below: A picture istaken of one of the life boats as a rescue ships comesto their aid.
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